FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
who has done much Interesting and important work on vernaliza-
tion, hybridization, etc., has drawn attention many times not only
to the great help given to scientists generally and him in particular
by the Government, but also how important is the assistance
agronomists get from collective farmers, particularly Stakhanovites,
who, studying the nature of the soil and modern technique, boldly
try out new ways and means of raising harvests, etc., and have
thus given scientists themselves many an interesting idea.
On November 7, 1937, for instance, Lysenko wrote: "One of
the most splendid things about our country is the fact that such
numbers of people, from the many thousand collective fanners in
their cottage laboratories to research workers of institutes and
academies, are mastering science. The time has long passed since
it was necessary to compare our successes in research work with
those of Tsarist Russia. Beyond any doubt, we now occupy one
of the leading places in the world in many fields of agricultural
science.
"The opportunities for scientific work are limitless in our
country. We scientists have been given marvellous conditions for
work; splendid institutes have been built for us and our tasks are
on that grand scale which only socialist construction is able to
give.
"We are changing the nature of plants, and this is being done,
not only by small groups of scientists, but hundreds of scientists,
thousands of agricultural experts, and tens of thousands of collec-
tive farm cottage laboratories are aiding in the task. The problem
of a real alteration in the nature of plants will be solved only by
Soviet science. An earnest of this is the tremendous support and
help we receive from the Soviet Government, from the Party of
Lenin-Stalin and personally from Stalin himself, who inspires
millions of people to joyful labour and creative effort."
This is borne out by Professor Tyrrell who, in the course of
the report referred to earlier, also described agricultural stations
he visited and says:
"On the Northern Excursion we spent a morning on the State
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